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ÅOlive growingecologically,economically,and sociallyidentifiesthe Mediterranean

rural regionsand representsa significantdevelopmentopportunity.

ÅEuropeconcentratesapproximately70% of theworldõsolive oil production. Tunisia

and Moroccocontribute10% of world production. In total, 7.7 millionhectaresare

accountedfor in the Mediterraneanbasin. Cultivationof the olive tree is the

backboneof socio-economicand culturallife of manyregionsof theMediterranean

Basin.

ÅHowever,high productioncosts,yields variability, climatechangeand low market

prices of olive oil are critical aspects. The intensificationof olive production

processeshas tried to solve theseproblems,on but it resultedin oversimplified

landscapeswith low-nature-value.

CONTEXT AND BACKGROUND
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ECOLOGICAL AND SOCIO-ECONOMIC ISSUES 
LINKED TO OLIVE GROWING

3ANNA IRENE DE LUCA -DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE (AGRARIA), MEDITERRANEAN UNIVERSITY OF REGGIO CALABRIA (ITALY)

Ecological and socioeconomic issues: erosion and loss of 

soil fertility - biodiversity loss and landscape 

degradation - water overexploitation - air, water and 

soil pollution / health risk exposure - working conditions 

- costs management

Whatõs the 

agenda?


